EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

today, decolonisation is still a challenge for many countries in the world. After
a recent putsch in Mali, in West Africa, there were demonstrations requesting
the full departure of France from the former French colony. In the South Pacific
overseas territory of New Caledonia, citizens were called to vote in a second
referendum on political independence from France, narrowly choosing to reject it
for the second time, but with an overwhelming number of Melanesian inhabitants
voting ‘Oui’.

Vanuatu, a neighbouring country, celebrated its 40th anniversary of indepen-
dence in July 2020. One article of this issue of “Pacific Geographies” looks back
at the first decades of this young nation. Gilbert David critically discusses early
development policies, which established the foundations for economic and social
viability in the face of constraints imposed by insularity.

Séverine Bouard, Jean-Michel Sourisseau and Benoit Zenou, writing on “Integra-
tion and segregation in the evolution of agricultural development policies in New
Caledonia” deal with the two concepts of integration and segregation in agrarian
change, asking how these can provide original theoretical tools to analyse the
relationships between agriculture and rural societies in New Caledonia with its
unique patterns of agrarian development.

A research note by the Ni-Vanuatu student Lucas Sarvanu and the geographer
Matthias Kowasch deals with the shells of Punangatu on the island of Futuna
(Vanuatu). Sarvanu identifies the different shells collected, and classifies them by
species according to different sedimentary layers.

Finally, we are happy to introduce the Austrian South Pacific Society (Osterrei-
chisch-Sudpazifische Gesellschaft, OSPG). The Society regularly organizes scien-
tific lectures and cultural events in Vienna.

Elisabeth Worliczek (University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Austria),
the chairman of OSPG, will join the Editorial Board of Pacific Geographies, and
presenters will have the opportunity in the future to submit a paper to our journal,
based on their OSPG lecture.

We sincerely hope you enjoy your readings of this issue.

The managing editors, Matthias Kowasch & Michael Waibel
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