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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

We are delighted to present you a new issue of Pacific Geographies with contribu-
tions about the colonial heritage in German museums, postcolonial perspectives of a  
German NGO and an introduction to two research projects in Southeast Asia. 

The first article focusses on the 250,000 Oceanic objects stored in German museums 
today. Because museum collections are made up of relations as much as they are 
made up of things, Stephanie Walda-Mandel (Übersee-Museum Bremen) discusses 
how, why and by whom artefacts are collected. She argues that museum curators aim 
to show contemporary topics such as current and historic migration, climate change, 
and other processes of change. Objects should be embedded in a wider context of 
their provenance.

The second contribution by Annkatrin Löffler and Mats Garbe, analyses the work of an 
intercultural NGO, Pazifik Netzwerk e.V, from the viewpoint of postcolonial theories. 
The authors argue that (European) NGOs are not outside of power-relations and 
have their own dynamics.

Two introductions to research projects and a book review complete the present issue 
of Pacific Geographies. Dirk Schwede and Yuanchen Wang (University of Stuttgart) 
present their project on climate-adapted material research for the socio-economic 
context in Vietnam, while Oliver Tappe (University of Hamburg) discusses the project 
“Competing regional integrations in Southeast Asia – new approaches and interdis-
ciplinary dialogues”. Britta Schmitz finally reviews the book “Wish Lanterns - Young 
Lives in New China”, published by Alec Ash. 

We sincerely hope you enjoy your readings of this issue.

The managing editors, 
Michael Waibel & Matthias Kowasch

Pacific Geographies (PG), ISSN (Print) 2196-1468 / (Online) 2199-9104, is the 
peer-reviewed semi-annual publication of the Association for Pacific Studies. From 
1992-2012 it was labelled Pacific News (ISSN 1435-8360). It is published through 
the Department of Human Geography of Hamburg University, Germany. 

It is an open access journal, all articles can be downloaded for free. There are no 
submission or APC charges. The authors retain copyright. Copyright & Licensing: 
CC BY-NC-ND. 

The PG provides an interdisciplinary academic platform to discuss social, cultural, 
environmental and economic issues and developments in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In order to uphold scientific standards, the PG is implementing a peer-review pro-
cess. Articles marked as „scientific papers“ have been peer-reviewed by two exter-
nal reviewers. Articles marked as „research notes“ have been peer-reviewed by 
one external reviewer and a member of the editorial board. All other articles have 
been reviewed by the editorial board. Scientific papers and research notes receive 
a Digital Object Identifier (DOI).

The Association for Pacific Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Pazifische Studien e.V., 
APSA) was founded in 1987 at the Department of Geography of the University of 
Technology in Aachen. Activities include workshops, conferences, public lectures  
and poster exhibitions. The book series PAZIFIK FORUM was initiated in 1990. In 
1992, it was complemented by the journal PACIFIC NEWS. APSA-Members receive 
the PACIFIC GEOGRAPHIES at no cost as a membership benefit.

The APSA sees itself as one of the largest scientific networks in Germany for acade-
mics and practitioners with an interest in the Asia-Pacific region as well as academic 
exchange.
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